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‘And if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall
not hurt them.”

—Jesus

It’s heartening to see so
many people wanting to
help Flint and seeing so
many supplying bottled
water. But it’s clear to us all
now that muchmore needs
to be done.
At the end of his State

of the State address, Gov.
Rick Snyder asked us all to
include the people of Flint
in our prayers.
Jesus promised complete

protection from drinking
any deadly thing for those
who “believe” or trust the
power of God and his ability
to care for us. Prayer that
trusts his help as real—not
just something to ask for
and hope for but already
available— can have tan-
gible beneficial effects, even
in difficult situations such
as this one.
And so, I offer this

prayer for Flint, trust-
ing that his children are
defended, assured, pro-
tected, sound-minded,
cleansed, well-governed,
guided, comforted and
helped.

Defended—Thank you
in advance, God, for your
love and assistance. I ask,
in the words of the psalm-
ist, that you “defend the
poor and fatherless: do
justice to the afflicted and
needy.” (Psalm 82:3)

Assured— In your
ever-present love, reas-
sure your dear ones. Tell
them they don’t need to be
afraid— that they will be
helped. “God is in the midst
of (his city); she shall not
be moved: God shall help
her, and that right early.”
(Psalm 46:5)

Protected—Dear God,
as Daniel was found inno-
cent in your sight, and you
protected himwhen he
was in the lions’ den, so
let the innocence of the
children— and of every-
one— in Flint likewise call
forth your complete protec-
tion from harm. Help us to
know that these words of
Jesus hold true here: “And
if they drink any deadly

thing, it shall not hurt
them.” (Mark 16:18)

Sound-minded—God,
as infinite intelligence—
the divine mind, you are
the source of our mental
abilities and will forever
continue to be that perfect
source. Therefore, our
mental powers are protect-
ed from damage, “For God
hath not given us the spirit
of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a soundmind.”
(2 Timothy 1:7)

Cleansed—OhGod,
cleanse the waters of harm
and cleanse the collec-
tive rivers of thought of
any harmful bitterness.
Neutralize indifference and
rancor with love. Andmay
this prophecy of Ezekiel
come to fruition in this
city: “It shall come to pass,
that every thing that liveth,
whichmoveth, whitherso-
ever the rivers shall come,
shall live: because these
waters ... shall be healed.”
(Ezekiel 47:9).

Well-governed—God,
let your wise and loving
thoughts rule the situation
such that civility, coopera-
tion and fairness prevail.
Give to all working to solve
this crisis sincerity, humil-
ity, guidance, wisdom,
patience, alertness, dili-
gence and resolve.

Guided—And if there
are any remaining unseen
dangers or needs, shine the
light of your intelligence to
uncover them and reveal
the ideas that will yield
practical solutions. “For
there is nothing covered,
that shall not be revealed;
neither hid, that shall not
be known.” (Luke 12:2)

Comforted—OhGod,
comfort and aid the people
of Flint. Supply their every
need and keep them safe.
Calm their fears, restore
their trust and give them
peace.

Helped—God, I under-
stand that you are provid-
ing all these benefits and
I therefore trust that this
prayer and others are
being answered. I believe
that these healing truths
will aid in bringing heal-
ing and resolution. And I
expect us all to see tangible
evidence of your care in
an outpouring of help, ulti-
mately turning the situa-
tion completely around.
Thank you, God.
Amen.
—Bob Cummings writes

about how consciousness
and spirituality benefit
health and serves as the
spokesman for Christian
Science inMichigan. He
lives in Milford.
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Aprayer for the people
of Flint amidwater crisis

Kashif Nance, a student at Freeman Elementary School,
right, helps unload a delivery of bottled water donated by
Lanice Lawson, left. Lawson, a Davison resident, started a
GoFundMe page in October to raise money to bring bottled
water to Flint kids at Freeman Elementary School.
(Danny Miller/MLive.com)
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NAACP President
Cornell William Brooks
and Flint Mayor Karen
Weaver had a private meet-
ing Tuesday withMichigan
Gov. Rick Snyder to discuss
plans to bring Flint out of
its water crisis.
Brooks was visiting

Flint for a meeting at the
University of Michigan-
Flint Northbank Center
in downtown Flint where
NAACP heads called for
action from the state in
addressing a 15-point plan
that the organization com-
piled.
Brooks said the commu-

nity needs transparency
regarding the water crisis,
and residents need to
knowwhat the plans are to
rebuild Flint’s infrastruc-
ture.
Brooks andWeaver

were among a number of
other panelists, includ-
ing UM-Flint Chancellor
Dr. Sue Borrego and Dr.
Pamela Pugh, who serves

as the Health Chair and
Environmental and
Climate Justice Co-Chair
for theMichigan State
Conference NAACP.
“Water is a civil and a

moral issue; everybody
deserves clean water,”
Weaver said. “We know
that the NAACP represents
justice and equality for all
people, and they’ve been on
the ground fighting for it.”
NAACP leaders and pan-

elists pointed the blame for
Flint’s water at Snyder and
his administration.
Residents were able to

ask questions via cards
given during the event.
Some concerns included
paying for water they can’t
use and the long-term
effects lead will have on
Flint-area children.
“It is a stink in the nos-

trils of God that people
have to pay for dirty, nasty
water,” said Detroit NAACP
President Dr. Wendell
Anthony, who read the
cards and allowed panel-
ists to answer questions

for participants. He added
he would not advise resi-
dents to not pay their bills.
Snyder Press Secretary

DaveMurray confirmed
the governor met with
Brooks andWeaver in
Flint.
Murray said he didn’t

know if Brooks went over
the various points men-
tioned at the NAACPmeet-
ing.
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COMMUNITY 15-POINT PRIORITIES
The NAACP’s 15-point plan
for how Flint’s water crisis
should be addressed:

1. Emergency financial man-
ager law must be repealed.
2. Water distribution by
National Guard must be
replaced by local youth labor.
3. Access to fresh fruits and
vegetables must be accessi-
ble for all residents.
4. All Flint citizens must be
provided free home inspec-
tions.
5. All Flint residents must be
provided federally funded
replacement of damaged
systems/appliances.
6. Fairness/justice must be
examined in rate hikes and
continued billing for poison-
ous water.
7. The city of Flint must have
a new, state-of-the-art water
distribution system.
8. Pro-bono legal advice

must be available to all.
9. Investigate responsibility
for the crisis and impose
accountability measures.
10. Equitable redevelopment
must include anti-displace-
ment measures.
11. Jobs, contracts, and
other economic benefits
must go to local residents.
12. Small business owners
and prospective workers
must have access to capaci-
ty building.
13. A multi-disciplinary study
must be conducted to
assess impacts and needs
related to the crisis.
14. All academic reports
arising from the water crisis
must be available to Flint
residents.
15. A Flint-wide environmen-
tal assessment must occur
to determine and address
other risks.
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SLIDELL SENIOR RESIDENCE
HUD SUBSIDIZED RENT

For more information, please
stop by our offices or call us!

Slidell Senior Residence
2201 West Carpenter Road

Flint MI 48505
810-789-2400

The Slidell Senior Residence has a few choice 1
& 2 bedroom apartments available for applicants
62 years and older. All of our apartments are

newly renovated and are offered for immediate
occupancy to qualified persons.
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